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Will Prohibition Reduce the Number of Divorces?
Two Prominent Judges So

Declare, While Another
Says Frankly He Will

"Have to Be Shown"
and Will Watch Fu-

ture Figures.
are too many divorces. That sounds like saying there hi looTHERE crime. Any crime is too much, and there are many who

believe that any considerable number of divorcee la too much,
though tome think there should bo a good many divorces, and some few

en proclaim that there should be mo re divorces than there are.
Nineteen hundred and forty-on- e dl- -

vorce decrees were granted by four -- ETen If the Judge haa reason to
In the courts of one great city nr, u,at ,nc penon lntena, u, --.r.

Id the last court year which ended July
1. The Judges who granted most of
them believe the number was too
large, and they gave their opinions. In
reply to Inquiries, a to (he means
which might lessen the namber of di-

vorce decrees.

Prohibition to Be factor.

Two of ib' judges believe that the
number of divorce suits, and hence the
number of divorces granted, will be In

come fewer from now ou, bocansn of
prohibition. One says be haa formed
no conclusion aa to thin matter, but
will watch the future figures with In-

terest.
Teoplc are likely to say this or that

Judge Is too liberal In granting
says another, "but the Judge

haa very little option in the matter.
The Supreme Court haa held that.
when the necessary legal requirements
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are complied with and tbe necessary
facta shown, the plaintiff is entitled
to a divorce, and tbe Judge has no

right to deny a decree.
"So a Judge has to go Through wiih

the cases that are sent to him and
make the best use that he can of his
sense of humor, to keep Us nerves
from giving way under thfl strain of

what he has to listen to. I nave found
It a good plan not to hear too many
divorce cases at once, but to inter
sperce groups of divorce case with
civil suits.

"It Is a Judge's buniitesn, in handling
divorce cases, to keep bis record
clean, and moke sure that all tho re-

quirements are complied with. Some

Judges, In past yearn, have thought It

necessary to go outside of this, and to

make special efforts to lessen the num-

ber of decrees granted. It never ap-

peared that they accomplished much.

Dltllcolt to Check Kvll.

"For Instance, one Judgo Used to oo

J Oct to hearing uncontested cases,

which largely outnumber tho contest-

ed cases. Whon It was reported that

tbe defendant did not answer, he

would ask why the defendant did not
answer, and would send out after the
defendant, usually a Lusband.

"This made a lot of work, and the

result was usually that the roan

would fall to appear In court, or that
he would come In and say ho had noth-ln- a

to sav an to the divorce. That
would leave the Judge Just wnero ue

was before
"Of course, a Judge knows that most

of the testimony he hears is strongly

colored, and he suspects that some of

It Is untrue. But whn a case Is un- -

contested, about all he can do Is to

accept the sworn ttatt ment of tbe
plaintiff, unless tt contradicts facts

known to him,

ry again, that Is no business of his. I

have men persons go from the court-
house to the marriage llccnscifflce.
not even waiting for thn four d.iA In
which, under the court rales, a motion
for a setting aside of the divorce de-
cree coutd be filed

"The Judge may know that another
marriage Is tntended, but he does not
know but the new marrtage will be a
happy one. There la not much to do

an uncontented cane but to grant
decree.

"In handrtng contested cases, 1

think there could bo aa Improvement
The contented case Is the case In
which there Is sometimes a possibility
of reconciliation. Our divorce laws,
as I believe, should be aimed to lessen
too number of separations, and I think
that here Is where they might begin.

"Instead of leaving the contested dl- -
vorce cases) to come up before a Judge
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tn their regular order, such cases
should be placed tn the hands of a ref-

eree, constituted by law, who should
be privileged to take his tlmo In reach-- i

it k a dei uiioft, and who would be ex-

pected to do anything that might be
possible toward a reconciliation. He
would finally make a report and rec- -

ommendation to the court
"At present a judge can postpone a

decision by arbitrary action, but he

can not give tha tlm,' to Inquiry, aud
to attempts at reconciliation, tbat a

referee conld give.

Ucferecs for Contested Cants.
--f-

"In cases where It ban been neces
sary, because of evidence, relating to

a mother's conduct, to award a child
or children to the custody of tbe fa-

ther, 1 have always entered In the de-

cree a reservation stating that tho
mother shall be permitted to see tbs
child at any reasonable time. I

that the mother has this right
no matter what she may have done,
and that such vinlta may help her and
will not harm Uie child.

"Some Interesting cases growing out
of th war have omo before me. In
most of them, soldiers wore plaintiffs.
They have shown misconduct of thslr
wives In their absence. One man sus-

pected that things at home were wrong,
and got an aUiiiinaiuu fruiu bin wife, lu
a letter, that she had received tbe at-

tentions of other men. Ho was on bis
way homo from Krajice, with this let- -

icr iu sas swassigisi sass
sunk by a submarine, aqd he was In

the water several hours, losing his
baggage and escaping with his life,

When he got hero he explained tbe ab- -

sence of the letter be hsd Intended to
use as evidence, and he was able to

make his cane on evidence of witnesses
who knew about bis rifts behavior.

"VolaM - Ulol,r b"

brought by wives whoso husbands hsd
been discharged from the army, but
had not come borne to them.

M.i miM havn Ho.ii, tn thn illvuri'i

courts more frequently than they used
tu be. Thla shows that they are tak
Ing the marriage relation more serl-oual- y.

However, a good deal of the
testimony la Hko that of the negroes
whom Walter KeUy, the Virginia
Judge, tells about '14 he beat jtmT
the Judge asked. 'He better not beat
me,' the muscular plaintiff recited.
Did he support your Oh, yea, he
done gfvw me a dollar and a quatur
last week." Then why do you want a
divorcer Well. Judge, I Just nachully
lost my taste for that nigger.'

"One negresB who got a divorce In
my court said that her separation
from her husband occurred after he

had said, on departing from the house
one morning: 'Nigger, when I romes
back here tonight, you all better not
be here.' She said she didn't care to

take a chance on finding oat what bo
meant

Case ot Caulioaa degress.

"Aa I have said. I think there can be
better means of handling some coses,
and, I think thero will bo lias rt

and fewer quarrels with the
factor of drink removed. Hut so long
aa human nature la what It la. the di-

vorce courts are not going to be idle."
One Judge, In the past year, while

granting 563 divorce decrees, has de-

nied 33. The 696 divorce cases on his
docket have been about three-fourt- hs

of the total number of suits of all
kinds that he has heard, that total be-

ing 7.
His conclusion, from this year's ex-

perience on the dlvcrce bench, haa
convinced blm that new laws are need- -

The First Misunderstanding Suggestion Is Made That Fea-
tures of Illinois Law Re-

quiring Interim of One
Year Before Remar-

riage Should Be
Made General.

til, not so much fur divorce as for Hf
riagn.

"1 think my experience In those
fnaoa hu ,1 l I, I, liner- -

allie me, ,. .
he said, T am nut an advo- -

cate of easy dtvoron, but I have chang
ed my formeer opinion, which waH that be

the number of divorces should be
by new requirements and

"Hut after a year's experience tn
hearing the stories of misery that arc
related In the divorce court I feel that
I would not make the statute more
stringent or their runsti-uetlo- n strict-
er.

Where Hie Ileal I'ruMi in lies.

"No one without prejudice or pre-

conceived notions coi, i,i hear tbe sto-

ries that these divorce seekers relate
and Still believe that they should be
roqulrid to Bt) on In such conditions.
Neither the Rood of the individual nor
that of society requires that they
should.

"There are too many separations of
oouploH, but the cause does mil He In of
the statutes. It lies lu bantu, Ignor- -

ance and false Ideas In assuming the
marriage relation.

Tho uniform lawn we netd ore for
marriage more than for divorce. 'ITjero

should be pravhjluna. in all states, to
make marriage more difficult and to
prevent sudden and unconsidered mar-
riages Marriages mi.de In haste and
without sufficient acquaintance, ars
more likely to lead to the divorce
court than marriages in which time
lias been taken.

"The fact that. In more than 60 per
cent of divorce eases there sr.. no chil-

dren, shown that the marriage rela-to- n

has not ben understood, or haa
been perverted.

The Eternal Triangle

"The tmiHt hotly contested cases am
usually those involving the custody of
hildren. This speak more favorably

for the parents than would a case In
which the child's Interest was not

Incases where alimony Is to
shared by a wife and rblld. the hus-ban- d

sometimes shows a greater will
Ingnoas to pay for the child than for
the wife. One man, wtlh a Judgment
for lion a month allnmny against him,
was willing tn give sernrlty for tha
payment of the $40 that was to gn to
the child, but would not give seourfty
for tlx payment ut the wtfvfa ISO.

"I try to believe a wltnees when I
can. even when his or her Interest Is
Involved In the testimony Hot soma-tltne-

there are confibcta and discrep-
ancies which the wltmw In not sminith
emmgh to cover np. Sometimes tha
Judge, slthougti haviiiK no roncrets
reason for holding up a derision, feels
that he In being Impimcd upon. Home-tim-es

he learns, too lata, that he has
been Imposed uimiv.

"Collusion Is often strongly suggest-
ed, when there Is no tangible evidence

It. The .'1.1 cases where I denied
were cases tn which tbore was

tanglhln reason to believe that titer
waii fraud or collusion.t The I'nihrem.

"Often It appears likely that the
person who Is seeking a divorce plans
to marry again Immediately In coses
wbero a suit la contented, arid the

knows something of the plan
for another iaarrtae. It Is possible
for a Juxlco to hold up the procee-
ding.

"The HTmii!. rulo of a one-yea- r In-

terim betTTiNWi divorce and a new mar-
riage In of Itttir value unless it should
be made a nnlform rule tn other status

as well. The marriage laws, In my
opinion, Band attention llrst.

"The publication of tsamiH fur mar
rlare ceremonies sliould be required
ajid there nluiuld also he a public HIIuk
of ai'iiMi-alton- s for a lleense tn marry,
ami In tlie ra' of the young, a re-

quirement that the parent or , I1 n

be trntlrbil of the application, ruble!
ty Is the bent remedy tor hasty mar
rtagen."

"Our divorce law needs certain
changes." another Judge said. "My

oi perlewe haa uiado nw bellnve In a
flheral divorce law, fiberally admin-
istered. Tint great at rid re as tends In
prod ime Immorally. Hut dlvorcea
must not be fight ty granted.

"It la very clear to a Jtslge, hi many
cases, that the divorce Is twins; sooght
merely In onler to permit a new mar-
riage. Homo mfattteOrm has arisen,
and the trembles which have arinen be-

tween husband and wife are magnified
Into grounda ftw din iron, for the pur-
pose of a nnw marriage, which usually
Is not Ukuly tn he more happy than the
first one.

"It would be better, In my opinion,
If people knew that they could not
come Into court and get a divorce at

10 o'clock and go out and be married
again at 11.

"At present the only thing a Judge
can do, whon the Indication of an in
teuded marriage Lu plain, in to delay a
case arbitrarily. I held up ouo case
two months.

"The law should also be rlranged In
those states the rule does not now ob-

tain, so an to permit tbs hearing of
certain divorce tititlinony in private.
Tills Is not no much for the sake of the
litigants an for tbe nake of the public
No public Kind Is servid by the re-

cital nf the tmtlmony In some dlvorco
casea. before big i.uillc-n- i e. Th. i,

too, there are children U be ronshl
end. Tlier are ruuu Ilium nocistsarily
In court In divorce proceedings, and
lfey should not Deaf some of the
tolngg which arr- gaid about their pa

renin At prenent u Judge eon send
the children from ihe courtroom arbi-
trarily, but this inaken a bad Una rag
Inn

"A law permitting ihe Judge to hesr
testimony in private would appear,
perhaps, to favor Ihe rich, becaune Its
use would attract most stteUtJot) In

the canes or weaiihy or conspicuous
persons Hut It would bo used In the
cases of poor and obscure psoplg alno.

"The JuiIko In divorce cases has a
gmid nppori unity to see tie difficult
It Is for psoplf to tell the truth, when
their own lull-rest- are luvolvid. Ho

'oines to f that lu nearly all cases
the truth Is being colored. If not dollb
srgtsly misstated. Canca where the
plaintiff In a divorce suit apocarn to be
Iryug to give the defendant a squaru
deal, and to be 'on the level' with the
court, rcinc so seldom as to attract
notlco.

"Sometimes tho testimony contra-
dicts Illicit, or Is at variance with ths
known facts Moat of the tlmo the
Judge bus Ui do the beut ho call at sep- -

arnMim thn wheat from the chaff.
"Heacrtlnn Is the most frequent

charge. Hotnetlir.n this means simply
Hint the husband, or n"t so often tha
wife, has plrknd np and left. Hut la
many cases there are other causes In
(lie Uickground, and these mm oat
lu connection with the story of deser-
tion. Hnriictlmcn cane are brought on
other grounda, and It re ems bast, aft-
er gelling an idea of the evidence, to
deny the decree on other grounda ana
grant II on the ground of desertion,

"t Heaertlaa last Fresjawot Charwe. T
4- - h

"HcTveral war eases have earns be-

fore me. In so run of those tha mar
riage took place before the
went nway, ponslbiy with a view to tha
allotment which a soldier's wife gets.
Then the husband, returning, fntrad
things In bad sbapn, In one case, a
soldier returning on a furlough Sound
Hud his wife was oat of the Mty, la
company with another man. In one
case, an office,, living In Tuxaa and am

his way Kn.it. wits overtaken by hts
wife here and served with papers.

"I have not tried to make a
of speed In handling

avyjeavsWeaaaarSS

contented cases, where the forma are
shown to have been compiled with,
there la not much occasion for delay,
and I have handled as many as tl sock
coteta In two hours. I have bad to set
aside only one decree on grounds ot
fraud."

HONK OK THK IHDItiltlTIRcV
alleged by wives hi

INOIUNiTIKB for divorce lucluded
among the decrees granted In

Hit; last flMi ear cov.red a variety
of offensea

Ouo plaintiff Included among her al-

legations of humiliation suffered, that
her husband refused to sit with her la
eti urch.

Another charged that her husband,
who was a Lieutenant In the Dental
Corps, U. H. A., squandered all his
EOOttsy gambling.

One vule ehargid that her husband
spent bin evenings with hts mother
and sister, "rushing tbe bear can."

Aaothsi chargad her husband with
teaching tha baby to drink beer.

One husband won accused of curs-
ing his wlfu because she gave her
daughter, by a former marriage, a pint
of molasses.

A score of wives charged that their
husbands contracted diseases.

One woman charged, among other
humiliations, that ber husband re-

timed Uj build the fins .oil told ber It
she was cold "thoro la tha store and
the coal."

0u husband appeared as plain tig
alleging ludlgntb In that his wife
accused h'.m ot flirting with his
ographer, hts neighbors and various
other women, accused blm of flirting
with every woman be passed while
they wurs motoring, and telephoned
tits doctor tn examine him tor Insanity,
us she believed he was
over women.
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